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ABSTRACT. The performance of support vector machine (SVM) hybridized with two
other methods for classification of chemical patterns was investigated. It was found
that SVM for classification can be sensitive to noise and be affected by multicollinearity
between attributes similar to other methods such as multivariable analysis and neural
networks. The kernel function, its parameter and penalty factor C are the main factors
affecting the classification performance of SVM. Correlative component analysis (CCA)
was used to eliminate multicollinearity and noise of original sample data before classi-
fied by SVM. To improve the classification performance of SVM and obtain the optimal
discriminate function, Eugenic Genetic Algorithm (EGA) was used to optimize the pa-
rameters of SVM. Finally, a typical example consisting of two classes of natural spearmint
essence was employed to verify the effectiveness of the new hybridized approaches includ-
ing CCA-EGA-SVM. The classification accuracy of this new method is much better than
that obtained by SVM, CCA-SVM, CCA-SOM, and GA-CG-SVM.
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1. Introduction. Pattern classification or recognition is often used in chemical engineer-
ing and analytical chemistry, e.g., fault diagnosis, quality monitoring, manifold recognition
and recipe design. Constituents of many organic materials, usually consisting of a great
number of chemical components, are so complicated that it is difficult to ascertain their
quantitative structure-property relationship (QSPR). For example, the determination of
QSPR of spice, alcohol, pesticides, which cannot be described by chemical mechanism,
depend on pattern recognition based on data collected through observations. Since the ad-
vanced analytical instruments make the precise description of chemical material possible,
the observation sample data may contain abundant information, that is, data with a sam-
ple pattern can be stretched in high dimensionality space. Sometimes, severe collinearity
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